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POLICE COMMISSION 

  WATERTOWN, CONNECTICUT 

  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2016 
  REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M. 

    

        WATERTOWN POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
                                                195 FRENCH STREET 

WATERTOWN, CT 
MINUTES 

 
 

1. Convene Regular Meeting  

Chairman Richard Antonetti called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Richard Antonetti welcomed new commission members Anthony 

Coppola and Tamara Keeman.  

 

2. Roll Call 

 

PRESENT: Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

 David Jannetty, V. Chairman 

 Richard Rossi 

 Anthony Coppola 

 Jack Walton 

  

ABSENT:   
 

ALTERNATES  

PRESENT: Tamara Keeman 

 

ALTERNATES                                                         

ABSENT: Michael Brown 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: John Gavallas, Police Chief 

   Robert Desena, Deputy Police Chief 

 

3. Public Participation 

Al Mickel, 95 Woodvine Avenue I have been here a few times before and 

basically I have a piece of paper in front of me that says this is a civilian 

complaint it’s the regulations for the Police Commission Investigation. I 

would suggest that you make this part of the by-laws so people know how to 

do a citizens complaint there are two places to do it. The first one is obviously 

the Police Chief and through the website for the Police Department which is 
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probably the most beneficial. The Police Chief investigates the complaints 

first but this talks about the appeal process after a complaint is decided. What 

is doesn’t do is tell the complainant that is has been decided. So I think you 

might want to look at it. I would suggest you take this paper review it and 

update the by-laws with this information. If you don’t have a copy of this and 

I understand there is a once inch and half of legal work going back to 2008 

and sometimes earlier whether it follows the charter or doesn’t follow the 

charter. I think you are in charge you can decide what you want to do and I 

think this is a good idea. The risk is very small I don’t know the complaints 

you had over the years but you will be prepared when you update this 

whenever it happens again in the future. If you don’t have this I will be glad to 

give it to you.  

 

Dave LeBlanc, Middlebury Road I am here tonight to help you out with FOI 

that is what I came for and I made a copy of that form for you. I want to make 

you responsible for your violations.  

  

4. Minutes Approval   

 

Motion: David Jannetty sec. Jack Walton to accept the meeting minutes of  

February 10, 2016. 

 

Discussion: none 

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

 

Motion: David Jannetty sec. Jack Walton to add Election of Secretary to the  

agenda under New Business b. 

 

Discussion: none 

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

     

5. Correspondence 

a. F.O.I. complaint from Dave LeBlanc. 

 

Chairman Richard Antonetti stated he believed the commission was not in 

any violation of the Freedom of Information.  

  

6.   New Business 

                   a.   Fiscal year 2016/2017 police budget review. 

 

 Police Chief John Gavallas passed out a spreadsheet for the  

 commission to review explaining how the budget was broken down and  

 an explanation of each category.   
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        b.   Election of Secretary 

 

Motion: Jack Walton sec. David Jannetty to postpone Election of Secretary until  

the April meeting. 

 

Discussion: will have more discussion regarding the position and consider it  

at another time.  

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

7. Old Business 

a. Update on traffic study at Buckingham Street and Nova Scotia Hill Road - 

waiting for counts from DOT to see if it’s feasible to put a 4 way stop 

traffic light at the intersection.  

 

b. Update on Riverside Street “No Parking” issue – the traffic officer was  

able to travel north and south on Riverside Street safely. He exited Squire 

Street without any issues. The car that is parked there is legally parked and 

there is plenty of room for north and south bound traffic.  

  

c. Update on Skilton Road and Hinman Road stop sign request – according  

to the Director of Public Works, Roy Cavanaugh there is not a need for a 

stop sign there.   

 

Chairman Richard Antonetti asked the Deputy Chief for data on the 

number of accidents over a two year period and the data showed there 

were zero accidents. Chairman Antonetti asked the Police Chief if they 

could monitor speeding. He also asked that Roy Cavanaugh have a letter 

written to the board regarding an explanation as to why the signs are not 

needed and then send letters to the public.     

 

d. Update on “Shamrock Shuffle” permit – the plan is in effect and they are  

all set.  

 

e. Update on Porter Street “No Parking” signs –  it was determined that one  

sign will be installed on the west side of Porter Street indicating no 

parking from here to corner and another sign going north. Public Works 

will soon install the signs. 

 

f. Update on Litchfield Road traffic study by D.O.T. – DOT is in the process 

of beginning the study.    

 

8. Chairman’s Report                                                                                               

Richard Antonetti reported – noted in the Town Times on the front page there 

is an article about the Police Chaplin.  
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Police Chief John Gavallas is looking forward to having him as part of the 

group.    

 

9. Chief’s Report 

a. February 2016 - Monthly Department Activity Report 

Distributed and filed. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

 Motion: Jack Walton sec. David Jannetty to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:30 

            p.m. 

  

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 ________________________ 

Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

Watertown Police Commission 

 

 

   

 

 
  


