
MINUTES 
 

WATERTOWN POLICE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

WATERTOWN POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

195 FRENCH STREET 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2011, 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

PRESENT: James Blais, Chairman 

 Gary Lafferty 

 Jack Walton, V. Chairman/Secretary  

 

ABSENT:  Patricia Kropp 

 Mark Tedesco 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: John Gavallas, Police Chief 

   Robert Desena, Deputy Chief 

     

 

1. Convene Regular Meeting  

Chairman, Jim Blais called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 

Executed the roll call. 

 

3. Public Participation and Commission Interaction 

 Al Mickel – 95 Woodvine Avenue 

 I have 3 things to talk about tonight; one is that Gary told me about your Police Academy and 

what a great experience it was and I would like to sign up for whenever you have one. 

Second thing I would like to talk about is I passed through a multiple community traffic 

situation on Davis and Colonial and you had 8 police cars there checking for seat belts it 

seemed like there was too many of them but that was my observation. I am coming back a 

second time on an issue I brought up before is the parking in front of the VFW on 

Wednesday bingo nights, there was 8 cars last Wednesday and seven tonight.  

 

 Chief Gavallas will take a look at it. 

  

 Gary Lafferty 

 I am asking a question as a citizen what is the noise ordinance in town? 

 Chief Gavallas asked how Torrington Health District looks at something like this. 

 Mr. Mickel (board member) there is an ordinance for 10:00 at night and the decibel meter 

reading is 45 decibels. They usually handle fixed noises like air conditioning, garbage 

disposal units; and can do industrial studies on it.  
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 Chief Gavallas said police come out on a complaint for excessive noise and they will tell the 

owner to lower the noise. 

 

4.  Agenda - none  

 

5. Minutes 

 a.  Regular Meeting – May 11, 2011 

            Motion: (Jack Walton sec. Gary Lafferty) to accept meeting minutes of May 11,  

            2011. 

 

           Aye: 3  

           Nay: 0 

           Abstain: 0 

 

           Motion approved 

 

           b. Approval of Past Police Commission Minutes 

           b. Regular Meeting – April 13, 2011 

           Motion: (Jack Walton sec. Gary Lafferty) to accept meeting minutes of April 13,  

           2011. 

 

           Aye: 3  

           Nay: 0 

           Abstain: 0 

 

           Motion approved 

    

6. Correspondence 

 a. Letter from Mr. Dave LeBlanc Regarding Freedom of Information Issues 

 Mr. Blais we talked about your letter and we agreed with it and we thought it would be a  

      good idea at each meeting to review part of it while in session.  

 

      David LeBlanc said he has something 100% easier that he has converted to 4 pages and that 

it will take 10 minutes to read and he will send it e-mail to the Chief. 

 

      b. Letter from D.O.T. Regarding School Bus Stop Signs 

      They are going to replace and update six school bus stop signs at specified locations by the 

state. 

             

7. Action Items 

 a. Discussion of Traffic Study for proposed Housing Subdivision Titled “Mount Fair  

            Village” off Nova Scotia Hill Road   
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            Mr. Blais there was a public hearing with Planning & Zoning and the neighbors in 

attendance with concerns on traffic. Mr. Blais will contact Mr. Minnich to get more 

information and suggested a special meeting with the traffic authority and we can invite the 

developer and his company here to give us an overview and it will give an opportunity for the 

neighbors to speak.  

 

8. Chairman’s Report - none 

                

9. Chief’s Report 

 a. June 2011 – Police Dept. Activity 

o One officer out on a injury and will be coming back on light duty soon.  

o Completed firearms training  

o This week recertification training through NCIC 

o 35 citizens graduated with Police Academy with an alumni meeting next week 

o Starting another Police Academy in October 

o Courtyard Ticket Campaign - seat belt compliance 

o DUI enforcement 

   

10. Adjournment 

 

 MOTION: (Jim Blais sec. Gary Lafferty) to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 Aye: 3   

 Nay: 0 

 Abstain: 0 

 

 Motion approved 

   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 ________________________ 

James Blais, Chairman 

Watertown Police Commission 

 

 

 

 


