
 

 

 
WATERTOWN POLICE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

WATERTOWN POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

195 FRENCH STREET 

WATERTOWN, CT 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2016 7:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 
 

 

1. Convene Regular Meeting  

Chairman Richard Antonetti called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

PRESENT: Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

 David Jannetty, V. Chairman 

 Anthony Coppola, Secretary 

 Richard Rossi 

 Jack Walton 

  

ABSENT:   

 

ALTERNATES  

PRESENT: Tamara Keeman 

 

ALTERNATES                                                         

ABSENT: Michael Brown 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: John Gavallas, Police Chief 

   Robert Desena, Deputy Police Chief 

 

Motion: David Jannetty seconded by Jack Walton to amend the agenda by adding item  

“b”, under Correspondence, Communications from State Senator Rob Kane. 

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

    

3. Public Participation  

 Dave LeBlanc, 232 Middlebury Road Chief I just wanted you to know that your department 

does a great job and I know a lot of officers over the years and they do a great job and you do 

a great job as the Chief and your Deputy does a great job here. 
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 John Gavallas, Police Chief thank you very much your comments are greatly appreciated by 

me especially.    

 

 Al Mickel, 95 Woodvine Avenue same thoughts for the Police Department. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti the police department does a fine job    

 

4. Minutes Approval  

 a. Regular meeting –Date, 2016 

            Motion: David Jannetty seconded by Anthony Coppola to approve meeting minutes of  

 June 8, 2016. 

 

 Discussion: none 

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

5. Correspondence 

 a. Town of Morris, Town Line Highway speed limit.   

 Robert Desena, Deputy Chief as the memo states town line highway in our town connects 

with the roadway. Its continuous the roadway in Morris and our end connects to Litchfield 

Road their end connects to Route 109 toward the reservoir to Morris. As the memo states 

from Mr. Silva and the only reason he forwards this information to me is I am the liaison to 

the state. I am the conduit of any information we get to provide for the commission the LTA. 

They want to approve a 35 mph speed limit on Woodward Road that is what they call Morris 

Town Highway in Morris and it says our town of which is posted an existing 25 MPH speed 

limit want to have the speed limit be the same they want to have 35 mph in our town be the 

same in Morris. That is a request from state DOT and my response is self-explanatory that 

we put it on the agenda. It is up to the LTA to decide if they would like to do so.  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti you do mention aside from your experience you feel that a 25 

mph is sufficient as the maximum for the town line.     

 

 Postponed until next meeting if residents want to comment.   

 

 Motion: Jack Walton seconded by David Jannetty to postpone action until the August  

meeting. 

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

 b. Communication from State Senator Rob Kane.  

 

 The memo is in regards to traffic issues on the corner of Hamilton Lane and Woodbury 

Road.      

 

 John Gavallas, Police Chief will take a look at the area in question.  
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6. New Business - none 

  

7. Old Business 

 a. North Street speeding issue. 

 

 A copy of Roy Cavanaugh’s report was submitted. 

 

 John Gavallas Police Chief the counters were installed for 8 days during the month of June 

from the 15th to 23rd which measured both north and southbound at 2 different locations. It 

was at the 85th percentile of 38.2 mph based on a posted 30 mph speed limit and a thousand 

cars a day are utilizing North Street. According to the data collected cars are traveling 8 miles 

per hour over the speed limit.   

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti we promised the residents we would put the counters there to 

get the information and facts.            

 

 Mr. Cavanaugh said we should label the road as connector due to people using it as a drive 

through. It would allow us to perhaps get federal funding to utilize for improvement. The 

volume of traffic and the data would probably permit us to file an application to get it 

reclassified as a connector road as opposed to a rural road.           

 

Motion: David Jannetty seconded by Jack Walton to seek Federal Connector Status and  

Explore Getting Federal Funding for Street Improvements. 

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

 John Gavallas, Police Chief will have Roy Cavanaugh start the process.  

 

 b. Porter Street – Move “No Parking” signs; 25mph sign. 

 

 Robert Desena, Deputy Chief went by DOT guidelines for such roadways for signs there. No 

problems with signage the way it is determined by police management and Mr. Cavanaugh.    

 

 c. White Street and Depot Street concerns.        

 

 Robert Desena, Deputy Police Chief the cull-de-sac is not conducive for speed and it is not 

practical for radar.  The chief and deputy chief went to Depot Street and did not see cars 

parking in the no parking area.    

 

8. Chairman’s Report 

 Richard Antonetti reported: 
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             Appreciated comments made by public. There is also a possibility of community      

             support for the Police Department on July 21st from 3:00 to 7:00 across the street  

             from the Police Department. 

   

9. Chief’s Report 

 a. June 2016 – Monthly Department Activity Report 

 Distributed and filed. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti asked for implementing an educational enforcement program  

 within our town regarding speeding in the future.   

 

 John Gavallas, Police Chief maybe notify the town times for communication and  

            to utilize the tri-town task force for high visibility enforcement. 

   

10. Adjournment 

 

 Motion: David Jannetty seconded by Jack Walton to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 7:50 

            p.m. 

  

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 ________________________ 

Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

Watertown Police Commission 

 

 

   


